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HT.AIM AMP .NPM1SNTS 

1-16 (Cancelled) 

17. (Currently Amended) A shaped knit, the shaped knit comprising 
a plurality of discrete deformation regions distributed over the knit, 
whereby the density of deformation 'regions in an area of the knit 
determines the degree of shaping of the knit in that area.,. 

M h a ,.in of said defor m s. ion regionn Include n widening loop . 

*p1 i t.ting * wale in ^ a oair of wales , wherein each, of said 
^formation r.niona al g " * r^-rnwinq loop which recombines 

M,» nair of v«»i™». and ^ rrin there is a fully knHrrmd wale between 
flrt- |aeent deformation regions. 

18. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 
17, wherein each deformation region has a widLh no greater than ten 
loops • 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit according to claim 17, 
wherein each deformation region includes a split loop or a recombined 
loop. 

21-25 (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) A shaped knit a^uouding bo claim Bfr r 
produced hv the steps of_L 

(a) knitti ng loons; and 

knitting widenin g nr n*rrr>uH na looos at a plurality of 
fli^-rete d^rmation r^ions di stributed o ver the knit rhe densUY *>* 
t-t,* defo^H^ -regio n s determining the degr e e of shaping of the kni . fr, 

wherein said step b ibl comprises the sub- steps of: 

tea— (bl) knitting widening loops in first and second wales 
thereby splitting the first and second wales into, respectively, a 
first pair of wales and a second pair of wales; and 

hS^ Ib21 recombining the first pair of wales and recombining the 
second pair of wales, and wherein the knit includes a fully knitted 
wale between the first pair of wales and the second pair of wales. 



2 



PAGE 6/1 1 * RCVD AT 9121/2005 6:25:32 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/30 * DN1S:2738300 ' CSID:503 574 31 97 * DURATION 0mhs):O2-58 



'SENT BY: SHB; 503 574 3197] SEP-21-05 3:26PM; PAGE 7 



27. (Currently Amended) A shaped knit according to claim 23 r 
produced bv the steps of: 

fa) knitting loons: and 

(b) knitting widening or narrowin g loops at a plurality of 
discrete deformation region s distributed over the knit, the density of 
the deformation regions determining the de g ree of shaping of the knit, 

wherein said shaped knit is formed by employing twin needles and 
selecting a first number of active needles for each twin needle 
employed to knit loops in atep e 1*1 and a second number of active 
needles for each twin needle employed to knit widening or narrowing 
loops in step b-r (b) . and wherein the first number is different from 
the second number. 

28. (Currently Amended) A shaped knit according to claim 2fl f 
produced bv the steps of: 

fal knitting loops; and 

(hi knitting widening or narrowing loops at a plurality of 
discrete deformation regions distribu ted over r.he knit, the density of 
the deformation regions determini n g the degree of shaping of the knit, 

wherein said shaped knit ia formed by employing a flat knitting 
machine with twin needles, wherein both needles of the twin needle are 
used for knitting the loops of step * lal and only one needle of the 
twin needle is used for knitting the widening or narrowing loops of 
step £ (b) . 

29. (Currently Amended) A shaped knit having a multiplicity of 
courses, the shaped knit produced by a knitting machine having a 
plurality of needles each of which can be deactivated and reactivated, 
said shaped knit produced by the steps of: 

a^ jjk) knitting a first portion with all the needles in the 
active state, 

fe-r (b) knitting a second portion with selected needles in the 
inactive state over at least one course, and 

e^ ici knitting a third portion with all the needles in the 
active state, 

and wherein knitting of the second portion of the knit includes 
deactivating the selected needles and subsequently reactivating the 
selected needles and wherein deactivating and reactivating of the 
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selected needles in the second portion of the knit is effected at a 
plurality of points that are distributed over the second portion of 
the knit and axe substantially equispaced with respect to the courses 
of the knit. 

30. (Currently Amended) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 
29, wherein step (b) comprises knitting a second portion with 
selected needles in the inactive state over up to thirty courses. 

31. (Currently Amended) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 
29, wherein step fe Jbl comprises knitting a second portion by 
repeatedly dcactivatod deactivating and subsequently reactivated 
reactivating selected needles and wherein in each repetition the 
selected needles remain inactive over from one to thirty courses. 

32. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 
31, wherein on successive repetitions, the number of selected needles 
that remain inactive varies . 

33. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit having a multiplicity of 
courses, the shaped knit comprising: 

a first portion each course of which is fully spanned by wales, 
a second portion having a first plurality of partial courses each 
of which is partially spanned by wales, and 

a third portion each course of which is fully spanned by wales, 
and wherein said plurality of partial courses of said second 
portion are distributed over the second portion of the knit and are 
substantially equispaced with respect to the courses of the knit. 

34. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 
33, wherein said first plurality of partial courses includes a 
plurality of contiguous courses each of which is partially spanned by 
wales ♦ 

35. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 
33, wherein the second portion further has a second plurality of 
courses each of which is fully spanned by wales, wherein said second 
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plurality of courses is interspersed with courses of said first 
plurality of partial courses. 

36. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 

35, wherein courses of said first plurality of partial courses are 
distributed over said second portion in groups of partial courses, 
wherein said groups of partial courses are alternated with groups of 
courses of said second plurality, and wherein each group of partial 
courses contains between one and thirty partial courses. 

37. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 

36, wherein extent to which wales span each partial course of each 
group of partial courses varies between successive groups of partial 
courses - 

38. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 

37, wherein said groups of partial courses comprise at least four 
successive groups of partial courses interspersed with courses of said 
second plurality and wherein the extent to which wales span a first- 
one and a third one of said at least four successive groups of partial 
courses is less than extent to which wales span a second one and a 
fourth one of said at least four successive groups of partial courses . 

39. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 
17, wherein the deformation regions are statistically distributed over 
the knit . 

40. (Previously Presented) A shaped knit in accordance with claim 
17, wherein adjacent deformation regions are irregularly spaced apart. 

41-42 (Cancelled) 
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